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TABLE TALKS WITH MESSENGER ELIJAH
MUHAMMAD

QUESTION: What should a Muslim name his child? I'm sure you get
many letters every day asking you what name should I have my newborn
child?

QUESTION: Is it acceptable for one to decide to take a full name? For example Malik
Muhammad?




QUESTION: Isn't there a sequence in which these names should fall? For example
Karriem isn't a first name is it? Could someone be named Karriem Abdullah? Would
that be correct.

QUESTION: How about Allah Karriem? Are the first and last names interchangeable?

QUESTION: That's important to know because some times you find persons have
choosen themselves a name and they stick them together any old way in any direction.

QUESTION: Some parents will give their children a name totally different then the
names they themselves carry. I wonder if this would create a legal problem for them in
the framework of this society?




QUESTION: Recently the Muslims here in Chicago actively supported a political
candidate for office. Does this indicate a change in our attitude about voting? Along
these lines how closely should the local Muslim minister observe the shifting political
scene in their own areas? And lastly, what part should they play if any in trying to help
shape policy of the active black candidates? This seems to be cropping up all over the
country; many black men are running for office and they are asking for the support of
the black community including the Muslims.

QUESTION: Recently a policy change was inaugurated by you whereas Lost-Founds
(women) were not to be permitted to enter the Mosque if their dresses were above their
knees. What effect do you think this will have on recruiting women to the ranks of Islam
in view particularly of the fact that in some areas the Ministers have reported a fall in
the attendance of the women? When the women are turned away due to dress length,
what explanation if any should the official who sends them away give to them?

QUESTION: This then is the way you recommend the official tell the person refused
admittance?

SIS. CAPTAIN: We don't have any difficulty there. The sisters respond well. When you




tell them that we have a regulation here that all followers of the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad carry out, that is for a sister to be allowed inside our congregation they
must have a garment on that is at least 2-1/2 inches below her knees and when she sits
down we can not have her garment riding above her knees. After we explain to them it
is a form of respect for themselves and for the teachings we don't have any problems,
not argumentative. We had one sister go home and change and came back and her dress
was still too short. They seem to understand that we have to stick to our laws. They are
not argumentative at all. Some of them turn their skirts down lower.

SIS. CAPTAIN: That's right. We've had that happen many times.
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